Grant Butler 

Inducted as a Life Member of the Mazda MX-5 Club of Victoria Inc

3 August, 2008

citation

At the Club’s AGM on 3 August, 2008, it was Club president Murray Finlay’s pleasure to present Grant Butler with life membership of the Mazda MX-5 Club of Victoria. Here is the citation that was read at the presentation …

Every so often it is the privilege of the Committee to pay tribute to someone who has made a special, lasting and memorable contribution to the Mazda MX-5 Club of Victoria. Today is one of those occasions.

The conferring of Life Membership of this Club is not something which is done lightly. It has been awarded to only nine other people in our 18-year history.

Our Constitution requires that it be awarded only in recognition of “exceptional service to the Club spanning at least three years or having an effect that will (or has) benefitted the Club for three years”. It also requires a unanimous vote of the Committee in favour before it can be conferred.

Since Grant Butler joined the Club with his partner (now wife) Saeko Fujiki in January 2001, there has hardly been a Club event inside or outside of Australia which has not been graced by his presence.

He joined the Club committee at the AGM of 2002, and  has been at the “sharp end” ever since. He immediately jumped in, boots and all, as Club Secretary, a role he held for three years (2002-2005), followed by one year as Club Captain – Social (2005-2006). He is now entering his seventh year on the Committee.

Over the journey Grant has become our “extended event organiser extraordinaire”. There has hardly been an Australia Day or Melbourne Cup weekend in that time in which Grant has not organised a highly-entertaining trip away somewhere. He has also helped with the organisation of several Club trips to Tasmania, one to New Zealand and even one to the USA in 2007.

But these were just the prelude. Having been to three consecutive NatMeets – Claire, SA, in 2002, Leura, NSW, in 2004, Kooralbyn, Qld, in 2006 – he took on the arduous task of NatMeet 2008 Chairman and very ably led a small organising committee in the organisation and presentation of the largest and, we believe, the most successful of the eight Mazda MX-5 NatMeets so far held in Australia.

We know the MX-5 Club is not his only love; he rides a dirt bike almost as often as he drives his MX-5, and has been a member of the BMW Motorcycle Club for more than 30 years. But, being now in the driver’s seat of his third Mazda MX-5, and having dedicated so much of his time over the last few years to his service to the Club, we also know this car and this Club are a large part of his life.

His association with the Club has not been without its rewards. With Saeko he was Teams Champion in 2002-03 and 2006-07, and was outright Club Champion in 2003-04 and again in 2006-07. He has also made some lifelong friendships within the Club.

There is no doubt that Grant’s service has been exceptional, at the highest level, and for more than three years, and it is with great pleasure that, on behalf of the members, the Committee of the Mazda MX-5 Club of Victoria confers the honour of life membership on Grant Butler.

