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■	 Please note: All “Tech Talk” information is provided as a guide 
only. All work is carried out at the owner’s risk.

While I had my own business, I was always able to justify having an oxy set and later, a 
MIG and TIG welder in my home workshop – made doing “odd jobs” and building stuff 
really easy (only THEN I could not find the time to use it!)
Now I’m retired, I can find the time, but the cost of bottle hire 
became so prohibitive that a few years back I sent back the 
bottles. I started using gasless wire in the MIG, and keep looking 
at my TIG welder wishing I could use it ... but it NEEDS gas!

I started seeing ads about where you could purchase bottles 
outright, at about $450 per bottle plus refill and, although this is 
expensive, had resolved to myself I’d pay the one-time cost and 
at least have the convenience of being able to do jobs when I 
needed to.

I was about to take the plunge when I saw at Bunnings (of all 
places!) that they are supplying gas in another form: you pay a 
one-time deposit (which is refundable on return of the bottles) 
and then you pay for the re-filling in a changeover bottle, similar 
to BBQ gas. Brilliant!

 The deposit on each bottle is $200 – not cheap but you get it 
back as it’s only a deposit.

Re-fills on the bottles are also not cheap – $99 for acetylene and 
welding gases and $69 for oxy. 

However, as there is no ongoing rent on the bottles, I’m happy 
to pay a premium price for the convenience of having the gear 
when I need it.

If you are in the same situation, nip down to Bunnings and get 
yourself organised. There MAY also be some other suppliers 
doing the same (deposit) deal. ●

■ Words: Peter Ferguson, Eastern Victoria Chapter

New deal on welding gases ...

Car care products 
– member discounts

Waxit Car Care in Tullamarine is 
offering Club members 12.5% off all products (excluding 

already-discounted kits and the following brands/products: 
Polishangel, Vikan, Flex and Concours 900 Polisher).

Check out the Waxit range and order online at  
www.waxit.com.au. Our Club coupon code is mx5club.  

Please add your Club membership number to the 
“comments” section of your order.

Breathe life into your convertible top
Renovo offers all Mazda MX-5 Club members a  

10% discount on all their products. 

For more information, call 0430 164 123	
or e-mail renovo@bigpond.com

Burson automotive 
products at trade prices
Current financial Club members can 
purchase automotive parts, tools, accessories and car care 
products at trade prices from Burson Auto Parts stores.

Simply ask for your discount when you purchase,  
present your current membership card and  

quote account number 112558.

Burson Auto Parts have more than 100 outlets on the east 
coast. Check out the range at www.burson.com.au

Repco VIP Club retail discount

Financial MX-5 Club members may join the Repco 
VIP Club for 10% off full retail at any time, and up 
to another 30% off full retail with advertised offers. 

Enter your details at http://vip.repco.com.au/
registration/register/1160.

You’ll receive a temporary “VIP” card via e-mail, 
with a plastic barcoded card and key tag following  

within 14 days.

Repco will e-mail you online catalogues and offers.
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